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Opinions editor Molly Walter 
discusses false
college cliches







The 28th annual 
Fort Hays State family 
picnic, sponsored by 
the Center for Student 
Involvement, was held 
on Monday, August 20 
in the campus quad. Re-
turning students, trans-
fer students, freshmen 
and their families, and 
faculty were able to see 
many of the departments 
and student organiza-
tions offered on campus.
“It made it easier to 
get involved. You could 
just walk up and sign 
up for anything,” said 
Freshman Courtney 
Riggle. 
There was something 
there for everyone with 
more than 112 booths 
set up in the quad. A 
barbequed beef and pork 
dinner was served by 
Chartwells. Students 
received free items that 
included bags, bowls, 
lanyards and much more 
from the participating 
organizations as well 
as valuable information 
regarding these organi-
zations. The Fort Hays 
radio station KFHS 
played music while 
patrons circled the rows 
of booths.
 “I like the free stuff 
and the candy. It was 




ranged from the Greek 
community to the 
cheerleading squad to 
the school quidditch 
team. Local businesses, 
such as Eagle Commu-
nications and Nex-Tech 
Wireless attended, and 
there was even a strong 
showing from local 
church groups as well.
“As a transfer student, 
I appreciate the socials 
Fort Hays puts together 
to bring the student 
community together. 
The picnic and activi-
ties fair was especially 
a blast, as I was able 
to quickly explore the 
clubs our school has to 
offer,” said Josh White, 
a transfer student from 
Wichita State.
“It was fun, but it 
was a little overwhelm-
ing. There was a lot of 
people there, but there 
was candy,” said Fresh-
man McKenzie Wiles.
This annual event 
continues to keep stu-
dents active in the vast 
array of organizations 





Laura Rokey, KAMS student, investigates the food line outside 
the Union, dinner was served by Chartwells. 
KAMS student Shelby Young enters to win a drawing at the 
Paradise Tanning and Cuts booth.
Back to school picnic a success
Sophomore Ryan White and Coach Mike Cushing give a fencing demonstration during the back to school picnic in the 
quad on Monday. Both represented the Sabre Club booth.
Alumnus gives guest lecture
Tyler Parks
The University Leader
The College of Health 
and Life Sciences held 
its fi rst lecture in their 
Young Alumni Speaker 
Series in Albertson Hall 
at 4 p.m. on Wednes-
day. The Department 
of Biological Sciences 
welcomed Lance Thur-
low, who presented his 
lecture “Staphylococcus 
aureus and the Infl am-
mation Paradox” to more 
than 50 students and 
faculty members.
“While very few 
people probably took 
everything home, he 
made it so everyone 
took something home. 
He simplifi ed it enough 
that even if you don’t 
know that much about 
microbiology, you could 
still understand it,” said 
Joanna Fay, a molecular 
cell biology graduate 
student.
Thurlow explained 
the infection and what 
he and his team are 
doing to counteract it. 
There is no vaccine for 
this disease, which has 
become a problem in the 
United States and has 
passed HIV/AIDS as the 
number one infectious 
disease in America.
According to Thur-
low, there are around 
90,000 cases each year 
that result in approxi-
mately 19,000 deaths. 
He also said somewhere 
between 25 to 50 percent 
of people have a form of 
Staphylococcus in their 
nose and many will carry 
it without ever showing 
any symptoms.
He conducts his re-
search at the Department 
of Microbiology and 
Immunology at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill School of 
Medicine.
“It is very relevant to 
current medical science 
because it is a huge 
problem. I work at the 
hospital and half the 
people that come in have 
Staphylococcus or symp-
toms of it,” said Jus-
tin Kerby, a graduate 
student of molecular cell 
biology at Fort Hays.
Thurlow earned his 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in 2002 and his 
Master of Science degree 
in 2005, both from Fort 
Hays State University. 
He then went on the 
complete his doctorate 
from Kansas State Uni-
versity in 2009.
The College of Health 
and Life Sciences will be 
continuing their Young 
Alumni Speaker Series 
throughout the year.
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Augustfest is upon 
us, and last Friday, Kyle 
Cease was a part of these 
back to school festivities. 
Kyle Cease is a 34-year-
old comedian who has 
traveled around the 
country doing shows for 
colleges and numerous 
other venues.
Besides a comedian, 
Cease has also played 
‘the slow clapper’ in “Not 
Another Teen Movie” and 
Bogey Lowenstein in “10 
Things I Hate About You.” 
He has also appeared on 
“The Late Late Show with 
Craig Ferguson,” “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live” and “The 
Martin Short Show.”
Just recently, Cease 
premiered his new one-
hour comedy special 
“Kyle Cease: Weirder. 
Blacker. Dimpler” on 
Comedy Central, where 
in 2006 “Comedy Central 
Presents Kyle Cease” was 
the most played half hour 
special.
On August 17th at 7:30 
p.m., we were subject to 
the comedic stylings of 
Cease, sponsored by the 
Student Affairs. Wait-
ing in the Beach Schmidt 
Auditorium, crowds fi lled 
the seats on the ground 
fl oor and the balcony. 
Freshman were by far the 
majority, but many return-
ing students attended as 
well, making for a diverse 
crowd.
As we waited, ju-
nior Mary Chapman 
was asked what she was 
expecting from the show. 
“I’m just hoping to have 
a lot of fun with it,” she 
said.
Finally, Jamison Green 
came on stage to bring 
out the main attraction. 
He started to warm up 
the crowd with his own 
natural good humor until 
Cease appeared in a back-
wards baseball cap. He in-
teracted with the audience 
immediately and got off to 
a great start by learning a 
bit about us and praising 
us for scheduling fun by 
coming to his show.
Some of his main 
jokes included “wishes 
you would ask a genie to 
grant” and “how Creed 
was the worst band next to 
Nickelback.” Throughout 
the show, Cease was not 
afraid of offending any-
one, making jokes about 
all races and genders. 
At one point, freshman 
Miranda Sawyer got up 
to use the restroom. Imme-
diately, Cease pointed her 
out and said if she wasn’t 
back in two minutes we 
all knew what she was up 
to. After she left the room, 
Cease had her friends 
sitting next to her move 
and he switched two guys 
in yellow shirts to con-
fuse her upon her return. 
When she came back, she 
laughed and just sat down 
anyway. 
After the show Miranda 
was asked how she felt 
about the whole situation. 
“I thought it was funny, I 
was excited to come back 
and catch him talking 
about me,” she said.
After the bathroom 
ordeal, Cease moved to 
the piano to show us his 
skills. He then invited 
one student to come up 
to help him with a chorus 
line from Lionel Richie’s 
“Easy Like Sunday 
Morning.” Incidentally, 
the student chosen was a 
vocal performance major. 
As the student harmo-
nized with Cease, students 
went wild. The student 
stayed on stage for quite 
a while, making his own 
jokes and trying to put an 
impromptu comedy skit 
together with Cease where 
he played the child and 
Cease was the mother in a 
grocery store.
At the end of the show, 
Cease was very grateful 
for the FHSU crowd, as he 
felt at ease and loved how 
everyone responded to 
his jokes. He then offered 
his brand new $20 CD to 
everyone for $10. It would 
be signed and sent to each 
individuals mailbox free 
of charge.
Finally, he reminisced 
his entire show with a 
montage of “The Memo-
ries We Shared,” exiting 
the stage to a standing 
ovation. After the show, 
freshman Austin Koeller 
was asked why he at-
tended. “It was something 
to do and it seemed like 
fun; he had a good story 
earlier, (at orientation), 
and he really connected 




Greek Life in associa-
tion with the Center for 
Student Involvement 
hosted their annual Water 
Games on Saturday, 
August 18, outside of 
Custer Hall. Around 300 
students participated in 
the event that lasted from 
2 to 4 p.m.
Activities included an 
infl atable water obstacle 
course, water balloon and 
water gun fi ghts, as well 
as yard games. This event 
was open to students and 
had a very diverse crowd 
that included freshman 
and returning students 
alike.
This event is held each 
year to introduce incom-
ing freshman to current 
Greek members. It gives 
the Greek community 
a chance to talk to the 
students and let them 
know what being Greek 
is all about without all 
the formalities.
“It was just a time for 
kids to come out and get 
away from the auditorium 
and all the formal things 
and get out and have a 
good time for a couple 
hours in the sun,” said 
Josh Doak, a Sigma Chi 
member, who serves as 
the Greek ambassador to 
the Center for Student 
Involvement.
This gave Fort Hays’ 
fi ve fraternities and two 
sororities a chance to 
meet incoming freshman. 
Jessica Zinser, a junior 
Delta Zeta member said, 
“It was great to see the 
fresh faces on campus 
and we are anticipating 
the new ladies that we 
will be able to meet dur-
ing recruitment week.
“This was a chance 
for people to get together 
outside of the normal for-
mal setting and relax and 
get to know each other,” 
said Doak. 
Sorority recruit-
ment took place Sunday 
through Wednesday 
of this week with girls 
recieving their fi nal bids 
Wednesday night.
Fraternity information 
night will be this eve-
ning in the Trail Room 
in the Memorial Union 
at 7 p.m. Each fraternity 
will be offering informa-
tion about scholarships 
opportunities for lead-
ership and community 
service projects. You can 
also sign up to win a fl at 
screen television.
For more informa-
tion contact the Center 
for Student Involvement 
room 104 in the basement 
of the Union or email 
greeklife@fhsu.edu.
Please send tear sheets 
i  billing for p yme t 
processing.
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CLASSIFIED EMPLOYMENT ADVERTISING
Nex-Tech is seeking technically 
savvy, customer oriented 
individuals to assist callers 
with telephone, Internet, and 
cable television service issues 
for full-time and part-time 
employment. If you enjoy 
technology, a challenge and 
working with people, this may 
be the job for you! 
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with telephone, computer, 
Internet, and cable television 
related troubleshooting and 
questions, and maintaining 
customer database.      
Requirements: 
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•	 One year experience working with 
personal computers, various software 
programs, and the Internet or 




•	 Great working atmosphere focused on 
customer service
•	 Life, health and dental insurance
•	 401(k) and retirement
•	 Vacation and si k leav
Interested applicants may submit an online 
application at www.nex-tech.com and 
send a current resume and cover letter to: 
Human Resources 
PO Box 158 
Lenora, KS 67645  
or email jobapplications@ruraltel.com
Position will close upon placement of a 
qualified candidate.
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•	 Great working atmosphere focused 
on customer service
•	 Life, health and dental insurance
•	 401(k) and retirement
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Interested applicants may submit an online 
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Are you always busy?  We 
understand.  That’s why 
our lobbies and drive-thrus 
are open until 8 PM. (Mon.—Fri.) 
1010 E 27th St. | (785) 625-8888 
4720 Roth Ave. | (785) 623-6066 
www.sunflowerbank.com 
                     
 
        LOBBY HOURS  
MON - FRI: 8 AM - 8 PM 
SATURDAY: 8 AM - 4 PM 
The Continental 
Barber & Style Shop
Wishes all the F.H.S.U. students back to 
Hays! 
 The Continental is here to offer all your 
haircut needs.
4 Barbers to serve you!
Richard. Mandy. Dale. Jerry
Call or Come in Today
2422 Vine St. Hays, KS 67601
785-625-8932
Jolie Green /Leader
Sophomore, Tre Giles enjoys the infl atable water slide outside of Custer during the water 
games last Saturday.  
Jolie Green /Leader
Comedian, Kyle Cease entertained incoming freshman and returning students alike last Friday 
in the Beach/Schmidt Preforming Arts Center.
Want to get more involved in your campus newspaper? 
The University Leader
 is looking for staff writers for the 2012-2013 school year. For 
more information, visit the Leader offi ce in Malloy 106 or email 
fhsuleader@gmail.com
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The positives greatly 
outweigh the negatives 
when it comes to living 
off-campus. I enjoy the 
freedom and seclusion that 
comes with it. 
The only downside is 
finding a parking spot in 
the first week or two of 
classes. In the mornings, it 
is nearly impossible. You 
have to time your arrival 
to campus perfectly so you 
get there when everyone 
else is getting out of class. 
As the semester pro-
gresses, however, people 
feel they no longer need to 
attend class and stop show-
ing up to school, so parking 
becomes much easier. 
This issue was brought 
up in one of my classes as 
another student and I were 
tardy because of the lack 
of parking. Late on the first 
day – how embarrasing. 
It was suggested that 
Fort Hays State Univesrity 
needs additional parking 
lots or even a parking 
garage. That seems rea-
sonable, considering the 
growth Fort Hays has seen 
in the past few years.
I, however, think an 
aditional parking garage is 
unnecessary. Yes, parking 
is tough for the first couple 
weeks, but it gets better. 
There is little room for 
another parking lot any-
where on campus. A garage 
seems to be a viable option, 
but would have to wait 
until summer for building 
to begin. A current parking 
lot would be needed for the 
job and we can’t afford to 
lose one to construction at 
this point. 
There is always the cost 
to think about. That money 
has to come from some-
where, and it would surely 
come from the students in 
some form or another. I 
don’t think any of us really 
want raised tuition – again.
There are plenty of 
spaces to park off-campus 
that are close enough. You 
may have to leave earlier 
and walk a little further, 
but those don’t require 
permits. Now if you have 
purchased a permit, it only 
seems natural that you 
would want a spot as close 
as possible to your class 
hall, but that may require 
strategic planning on your 
part. 
Or you could get to 
campus hours  before any-
one else and wait around 
longer for class to start – at 
least you’d have a close 
spot.
Campus doesn’t need 
another parking lot. Be 
patient and as the semester 
goes on, more spots will be 
available. 
I hate looking for a 
parking spot as much as the 
next person, but it is part 
of living off-campus. I will 




What an exciting week 
for me. Just in time for 
the first issue of The 
University Leader, a 
politician goes and says 
something unbelievably 
stupid and insensitive. 
It’s like Christmas. At 
this point, it’s somewhat 
old news, but it’s still 
worth a recap for those 
who are unaware. 
Todd Akin, a Congress-
man from Missouri who 
is running for a Senate 
seat this year, managed to 
insult literally half of the 
population of the country 
by claiming that preg-
nancy does not occur from 
instances of “legitimate 
rape.” 
What, exactly, his 
definition of “legitimate” 
entails is a mystery, but it 
is clear that he thinks that 
there is something called 
“illegitimate rape.” Which 
is, in itself, disgusting. 
Of course, Akin isn’t 
just incredibly insensi-
tive; he’s also incredibly 
stupid. 
“If it’s a legitimate 
rape, the female body has 
ways to shut that whole 
thing down.” Eloquently 
said, sir. I feel bad for 
laughing, but what does 
he think is the mechanism 
to “shut that thing down?” 
Spinning saw blades in 
the fallopian tubes? A lava 
moat? Am I to imagine 
that vaginas are trap-laden 
labyrinths like castles in 
“Mario” games? 
Thankfully, politicians 
on both sides of the party 
line have moved quickly 
to distance themselves 
from Akin’s words. Presi-
dent Obama has intimated 
that “what I think these 
comments do underscore 
is why we shouldn’t have 
a bunch of politicians, 
a majority of whom are 
men, making health care 
decisions on behalf of 
women,” while Repub-
lican party leaders have 
urged Akin to resign from 
the Senate race. 
Naturally, he has re-
fused to step down. 
Usually, such a state-
ment would be a good 
time to have a laugh at 
this moron before con-
tinuing with our lives as 
normal. However, Akin’s 
statements are eerily 
familiar in an era where 
certain politicians seem 
hell-bent on taking away 
women’s rights. 
The Republican Party 
has just voted to include 
a constitutional ban on all 
abortions – all cases of 
rape or incest inclusive – 
in their electoral platform. 
Seven states, including 
this one, force women to 
view an ultrasound of the 
fetus before they can de-
cide to have an abortion. 
Mitt Romney already has 
declared his intent to shut 
down Planned Parent-
hood, while the Tennes-
see legislature has – not 
even kidding – ruled that 
miscarriage is equivalent 
to murder. 
Where did all the vit-
riol come from? It seems 
that, at least in the eyes of 
some politicians, having 
a womb strips women 
of their personhood. It 
doesn’t matter what they 
want, because they might 
have a baby some day, and 
that baby matters. 
I recognize the validity 
of certain “pro-life” argu-
ments: yes, a fetus lacks 
the ability to make its 
own decisions, and yes, it 
is a human-ish thing that 
shouldn’t be destroyed 
willy-nilly. The problem 
is when opponents buy 
into their rhetoric more 
fully than they should, to 
the point where the help-
less one is the mother, not 
the child. 
Not all is lost in Kan-
sas. In June, the legisla-
ture rejected a bill with 
numerous offenses built 
into it, including rais-
ing taxes on all women 
who have had abortions 
and forcing doctors to lie 
about a non-existent link 
between abortions and 
breast cancer. Apparently 
there is still some sense 
left in the state’s lawmak-
ers. 
To continue small 
victories like the defeat of 
that bill, I urge everyone 
to contact representa-
tives in both the state and 
national legislatures, and 
to tell them that voters 
do not accept such insults 
from the people purport-
ing to represent them. 
President Obama said it 
best: it’s absurd to have 
stuffy old men who don’t 
understand biology mak-
ing lousy decisions for 
women.
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Avoid common college misconceptions





















More parking not needed on campus
Molly Walter
The University Leader
This is it, guys. This 
is the beginning of the 
school year. And whether 
you’re a freshman, a 
transfer student or a 
returning student, we’ve 
all fallen into some col-
lege misconceptions. It’s 
probably more likely that 
you’re buying into these 
false hopes as a freshman. 
Take heed, small ones.
Common college 
misconception No. 1: You 
don’t have to go to class. 
I had a roommate that 
bought into this one. She 
failed all those classes she 
didn’t go to.
C’mon – think about it. 
If you don’t go to class, 
you miss the lecture, or 
whatever else you’re do-
ing in class. The test rolls 
around, and heck, you 
might miss that, too. 
Did you skip class in 
high school without con-
sequences? Probably not. 
I hear all the time – 
“Oh, your teachers don’t 
care if you’re there. 
That’s the best part about 
college. You don’t even 
have to go to class.” 
Guys, Fort Hays is small 
enough. Your teachers 
will know that you’re not 
there, and they will care. 
I missed a couple classes 
without informing my 
teacher my freshman year, 
and my teacher e-mailed 
me asking where I was. 
Your teachers know.
I’ve also had countless 
teachers that give at-
tendance points, whether 
they’re extra points or 
required points – most of 
the time, they’re required. 
That’s a whole test grade 
you miss out on. Not to 
mention, teachers give 
participation points.
Go to class. You’re not 
paying $2,500 a semester 
to sit in your dorm room. 
Don’t be an idiot. And 
pay attention, too. Face-
book is not class.  Neither 
is naptime.
Common college mis-
conception No. 2: College 
is one huge party. 
Okay, maybe it is one 
big party to a certain 
extent. You see people 
partying all the time. 
Walk yourself over to the 
UAs. That place is a mess. 
But what you need to 
understand is, you can’t 
party all the time without 
getting caught or facing 
consequences. College 
isn’t all about drinking.
Let me reiterate: 
You’re not paying $2,500 
a semester to spend an-
other thousand or more on 
booze to be totally wasted 
all the time. If you’re go-
ing to do that, you might 
as well drop out and save 
yourself $2,500. 
Drinking can be fun 
and all, but drink in mod-
eration. It can be danger-
ous, especially if you’re 
underage. Getting arrested 
isn’t how you picture col-
lege, is it? Cops in Hays 
can be pretty strict.  
Common college mis-
conception No. 3: Every-
one has sex. 
No, they don’t. Keep 
your pants on. End of 
story. 
Common college mis-
conception No. 4: Loans 
are your friends. 
Quite the opposite, 
my friend. Four years of 
college and you take out 
as many loans as you can, 
and that’s a ton of debt 
you’ll have to pay back 
for years after you gradu-
ate. That doesn’t sound 
like fun. 
Apply for scholarships. 
Get a job. And if you need 
to take out a loan, only 
take out what you need. 
You probably don’t need 
a $5,000 loan for one 
semester. Fort Hays is 
extremely affordable. You 
can do it.
If you think about it, 
most of the stuff I’ve said 
is common sense, so use 
your brain. You’re in col-
lege now. Don’t make it 
harder than it is. 
Politicians lacking 
respect for womenZach WalkerThe University Leader
For anyone on the out-
side looking in, it all looks 
normal. It seems like 
nothing is wrong, when in 
reality, the foundation that 
has been depended upon 
for decades is finally com-
ing apart. 
I’m not talking about 
politics, global warming, 
or how it’s an absolute 
travesty that the Taco 
Bell in Hays doesn’t stay 
open into the wee hours 
of the night. I’m actually 
addressing the state of 
the music industry and its 
state of distress right now.
We can listen to and 
download any song on this 
planet with a quick click 
on our iPods, phones or 
laptops and have the song 
available to us at a mo-
ment’s notice. Our society 
lives in what I have heard 
described by many as a 
“digital age,” which is 
what makes this kind of 
accessibility possible. 
But what if I told you  
this “digital age” was 
actually slowly killing the 
music industry?  
I used to go to work 
with my father during 
the summer when I was a 
young child. He works in 
the oil well industry, so 
he was constantly driving 
every day of work. 
As he drove, he would 
take CDs from bands like 
The Eagles and Steve 
Miller Band, place them in 
the stereo, and we would 
enjoy the music while 
he worked. As I became 
older, my father’s CDs 
were passed down to me 
like a baton and I cher-
ished those albums with 
my life. Those albums cre-
ated an irreplaceable bond 
between my father and me 
at an early age. 
Let’s flash forward 
20 years or so. You’re 
listening to an album in 
your study, living room 
or wherever you want to 
relish in your music. Your 
child runs to you and says, 
“I love this music! Can I 
please listen to it on my 
own?” Of course you will 
say yes, but wait a second. 
How will you give your 
child the music to listen 
to? 
Most likely via CD, 
right? Wrong. The way 
our digital age is pro-
gressing, as a society, we 
will literally be giving 
our children flash drives 
to listen to music in the 
future because there won’t 
be physical albums any-
more.
Don’t believe me? 
Think about it. We don’t 
need physical albums 
anymore, apparently. 
iTunes or Amazon cre-
ates a platform where you 
can download any song 
or album with a click of a 
button and enjoy it on the 
spot. Spotify allows me to 
stream any album I want 
for free with no complica-
tions. 
Oh, and if it’s your 
style, you can get any 
album you want for free – 
illegally. 
When an artist signs to 
a record label, they sign a 
contract agreeing to things 
like royalty rights. These 
rights describe things like 
how profits will be broken 
up and divided when sales 
on iTunes occur. These 
royalties have to give a 
certain cut to iTunes, the 
record company and radio 
before finally trickling 
down to the artist.
We all assume that 
musicians make a ton of 
money from iTunes sales 
because of the high prices 
of singles and albums, 
but that’s not the case. 
According to a study done 
by firstclassaliance.com, it 
would take 12,399 down-
loads of a single track 
priced at $0.99 in a month 
for an artist to equal the 
monthly salary of a Mc-
Donalds employee. That 
comes out to about nine 
cents a song. 
How about buying an 
album through iTunes? If 
the royalty deal is good, 
an artist may make a dol-
lar for every album sold, 
but most artists make 
thirty cents for every 
album sold digitally. 
So now you may ask 
why I say the music 
industry is crumbling 
around us. Do you know 
those annoying, boring 
pop artists you hear on the 
radio? In the future, those 
will be the only artists and 
bands around. Fantastic 
but relatively unknown 
bands like “The Danger-
ous Summer” and “The 
Front Bottoms” won’t be 
able to live under the con-
ditions present now. 
Here’s my proposal to 
fix all this mess. It’s very 
simple and easy. Step 
away from the digital age 
for once. All of you that 
buy music off iTunes, 
Amazon or music ob-
tained illegally? Go online 
and order the album 
from the artist’s personal 
website or go to a local 
music store and purchase 
it. Not only will you have 
a tangible copy that has 
real, aeshetically pleasing 
artwork which can be ap-
pealing to the eye and can 
be handed down to future 
generations, but it will 
also give the artist more 
money in their pockets. 
Our music industry is 
imploding, but it still can 
be saved from destruction. 
Try to do your part and 
stop taking all the music 
in your life for granted. It 
may not feel like you’re 
doing anything at all by 
buying just one album, but 
trust me – it means every-
thing in the grand scheme 
of music. 
Digital music ruining future industry
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Have a friend you want to recommend for the Q & A?
Send your recommendation to fhsuleader@gmail.com
Encounter is the College Age & 
Career Ministry of 
Celebration Community Church! 
 
We want to invite YOU to a 
Kick-Off BBQ on Sunday, 
August 26th at 5pm at C3 
The Edge is a High-Energy 
Worship Experience for the 
Next Generation 
 
Sundays at 10:45am & 6:00pm 
in the “C” (Gym) at 
Celebration Community Church 
Celebration Community Church is located on the hill above I-70 at Exit 157. Check us out on the web at celebratejesus.org. 




Though the seventh title 
in the “Kingdom Hearts” 
series lacks a number, it is 
far from deserving the label 
of a mere “side game.” 
After ten years of games 
released on numerous plat-
forms, “Kingdom Hearts: 
Dream Drop Distance” is 
a game that will knock the 
player off his feet.
The game starts fairly 
confusedly: the protagonist 
and deuteragonist are seen 
in the attire and as the age 
of their “Kingdom Hearts 
I” counterparts. It isn’t until 
the end that the player real-
izes what is really going on 
– and to avoid spoiling for 
anyone who wishes to play 
the game, I’ll refrain from 
dropping information about 
major plot points.
While the game is short 
(at thirty to forty hours, 
excluding mini-games and 
other side quests), it is one 
of the best games in the 
series. There were very few 
things I disliked about the 
game, such as the annoying 
drop system. After a certain 
amount of time, the drop 
gauge will run out, and the 
player will automatically 
switch to Riku or Sora, 
depending on who they are 
playing as. This is especial-
ly annoying during a boss 
battle, and it is entirely 
possible to accidentally 
drop between characters 
through the pause and 
navigation screens. To 
remedy the troublesome 
drop system, the player is 
able to purchase or collect 
“Drop-Me-Nots,” which 
will restore the drop gauge. 
At a relatively cheap price, 
the player can keep a large 
amount of Drop-Me-Nots 
to ensure that they aren’t 
randomly dropped – use-
ful during exhausting boss 
battles.
Square Enix as a whole 
is notorious for long, tiring, 
challenging battles. At the 
end of the game, the player 
is thrown into a string of 
boss battles. If the player 
isn’t quick enough, it is 
possible to be locked in an 
endless, annoying battle 
with one of the fi nal bosses.
Even on Proud Mode, 
one of the more “diffi cult” 
modes, the battles are easy, 
and leveling up becomes 
no big deal. One of the few 
things that make the game 
so diffi cult, though, are the 
massive maps. While the 
maps are gorgeous and de-
tailed, they are so huge that 
the player will spend a long 
time hunting for treasure. 
Boss battles are complicat-
ed further by the size of the 
maps; it’s possible to lose a 
boss during the middle of a 
battle and search for a few 
precious moments before 
fi nding them.
An added complication 
is the Reality Shifts, which 
allow the player to use and 
manipulate their surround-
ings. The Reality Shifts 
vary with each world, and 
they range in diffi culty. The 
fi rst Reality Shift involves 
fl inging boxes, barrels, and 
even enemies at one anoth-
er, making it the easiest of 
the game. The most diffi -
cult is arguably the Reality 
Shift of the world based off 
Disney’s “Fantasia”: it is 
a rhythm game, and those 
with no rhythm may fi nd 
themselves having trouble 
advancing in the area.
The combat system 
has improved dramati-
cally from ten years ago. 
3D’s combat system is an 
improved version of Birth 
by Sleep’s: while the meld-
ing of commands has been 
removed, it still keeps the 
command deck function. 
By the end of the game, the 
player has eight slots for 
various commands, which 
recharge after time.
One of the best features 
of the game is Symphony 
of Sorcery, or the “Fanta-
sia” world. The music does 
not switch from regular 
fi eld music to battle music; 
rather, it stays the same, 
and it is pulled directly 
from the movie. Riku and 
Sora do not emit noises 
during battle, either, and 
the usual “smacking” noise 
one hears when battling 
enemies is absent. Instead, 
it is switched to musical 
noises, such as cymbals 
crashing together, or even 
harp notes. The colors are 
vivid as well, especially in 
the “Fields” area in Sora’s 
section of the world.
Of course, the story is a 
tearjerker – it seems to be 
a requirement for Square 
Enix’s games. As the player 
advances more into the 
story, they will be on the 
edge of their seat. The heart 
of the game lies in Riku’s 
side – not Sora’s, which is 
surprising, as “Kingdom 
Hearts” has nearly always 
been Sora’s story. It is a 
welcome change, though, 
as Riku has arguably the 
most character develop-
ment out of all the charac-
ters in the series.
“Dream Drop Dis-
tance” will not disappoint 
long-time fans of the 
series. Rather, it is quite 
the contrary: with beauti-
ful graphics, superb voice 
acting, a fl awless combat 
system, and a story that 
ties up loose ends, the 
seventh installment in the 
“Kingdom Hearts” series 
is a wonderful lead-in to 
“Kingdom Hearts III.”
“Kingdom Hearts: 
Dream Drop Distance” is 






The fi rst album I ever 
owned was Yellowcard’s 
“Ocean Avenue.” Being 
ten years old when it was 
released, I instantly fell in 
love with Ocean Avenue 
and Yellowcard. I can’t 
even estimate how many 
nights I sat in the dark-
ness of my room with my 
CD player, listening to the 
album repeatedly, fi nding 
something new I enjoyed 
with each listen. 
Ironically, Ocean 
Avenue has the distinction 
of being the second album 
I ever owned due to the 
original’s sadly breaking. 
I’m fully convinced my 
mother purposely broke 
the album so I would stop 
playing it in her car, but 
that’s not relevant – well, 
it is to me.
Flash forward nine 
years, and Yellowcard has 
released their eighth studio 
album, “Southern Air.” 
After releasing the stel-
lar album “When You’re 
Through Thinking, Say 
Yes” last year, Yellowcard 
wasted absolutely no time 
this year and got back into 
the studio to record a new 
album. While it may seem 
that writing, recording 
and releasing an album 
in a year would decrease 
the quality of the music, 
Yellowcard has delivered 
brilliance on “Southern 
Air” in a way no one could 
have expected. 
Yellowcard has always 
had a knack for coming out 
swinging on the opening 
tracks of their albums, and 
the opener, “Awakening,” 
is no different. Opening 
with lead vocalist Ryan 
Key singing the chorus 
over a single guitar, “Bot-
toms up tonight/I drink to 
you and I/’cause with the 
morning comes the rest of 
my life,” it seems that all 
is calm on the home front, 
until the entire band comes 
in and goes into a pop-rock 
breakdown that resembles 
the rock sound present on 
previous albums, “Paper 
Walls” and “Lights and 
Sounds.”
The old adage goes, “It 
isn’t a Yellowcard album 
if there aren’t any summer 
jams on the record.” I may 
have just made that up, 
but it’s almost a fact that 
every Yellowcard album 
has at least one song that 
fi ts the carefree, fun mood 
of summer perfectly. 
“Always Summer” has the 
summer feel right from 
the beginning pop-punk 
guitar riff, but the song 
really hits its climax in the 
bridge when an absolutely 
beautiful, breathtaking, 
23-second violin solo by 
Sean Mackin becomes one 
of the most memorable 
moments in the Yellowcard 
discography. 
“Here I Am Alive” 
starts with a dance-like 
drum beat that leads into 
a chorus where Key sings, 
“They say you don’t grow 
up/You just grow old/It’s 
safe to say I haven’t done 
both/I made mistakes, I 
know, I know/But here I 
am alive.” The chorus is 
Yellowcard’s biggest hook 
since “Ocean Avenue,” and 
I would not be surprised if 
this song becomes a mas-
sive mainstream hit soon. 
One of the things that 
makes “Southern Air” so 
great is the astounding 
talent shown on the album. 
Whether it’s Longineu 
Parsons III playing an 
intense, frantic drum beat 
on “Rivertown Blues,” 
Ryan Mendez ripping into 
a great guitar solo on “A 
Vicious Kind,” the ambi-
tious full band outro of 
“Southern Air” or Mackin 
adding a new layer of 
depth to the album with 
each of his violin parts, 
“Southern Air” stunningly 
demonstrates Yellowcard’s 
incredible musicianship. 
The true hero of 
“Southern Air,” though, 
is Key, who has not only 
made this album his best 
performance lyrically, but 
also vocally. Key’s lyrics 
have a way of being simple 
and honest but still pack-
ing quite the emotional 
punch. 
This is evident on 
“Ten,” a heartbreaking, 
tear-jerking song about 
losing a child before birth. 
Key sings over a quiet, 
southern-sounding acoustic 
guitar in the second verse, 
“Now I live in a dream 
where I am/Holding your 
little hands/I never got to 
meet you, my best friend.” 
Key delivers the line with 
anguish in his voice, but 
“Ten” is a prime example 
of the maturity of Key’s 
lyrics on “Southern Air.” 
Key has a reputation 
for being a great vocal-
ist, and “Southern Air” 
only solidifi es that. He 
has a fantastic falsetto on 
the chorus of “A Vicious 
Kind” and a soaring voice 
throughout the entirety of 
“Telescope,” showing that 
Key hasn’t lost a step with 
his vocals. 
Make no doubt about it 
though – “Southern Air” is 
Yellowcard’s redemption. 
Many Yellowcard fans 
watched as Yellowcard 
soared to immense popu-
larity with hits like “Ocean 
Avenue” and “Only One,” 
but then fell off as their 
albums after “Ocean 
Avenue” did not reach the 
fame of their predecessor. 
“Southern Air” is going to 
change all of that though 
as it is a perfect record 
from front to back, and it 
distinguishes itself as Yel-
lowcard’s best album. Do 
yourself a favor: go pick 
this album up, and let it be 
the soundtrack to the last 
fl eeting moments of sum-
mer. You won’t regret it. 
Marching into the new semester
Sophomore Andrew Shores, sophomore Vanessa North, freshman Dalton Wolfe, junior Levi 
Gibbons, sophomore Kristin Tidd, and sophomore Tate Weidner, from left to right, practice 
during marching band camp. 
The trombone section of the FHSU marching band rehearses during marching band camp 
this week. The camp serves to prepare the band for performances during football games 
this season.
3DS ‘Kingdom Hearts’ 
deserving of love
New Yellowcard album 
rivals previous quality 
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With a Barton opponent trailing behind, sophomore Diego Cabral sends the ball down the fi eld. The Tigers fi nish the exhi-






Senior Kyle Perry greets a young fan before signing her autograph at The Mall. The Tiger 
season starts August 30 against Emporia State University at 7 p.m.
Taylor Deutscher/ Leader





Taking the fi eld for the 
fi rst time, the Fort Hays 
State University men’s 
soccer team went out ready 
to play against Univer-
sity of Central Arkansas 
the morning of Monday, 
August 13.
Sports teams generally 
have a few practices before 
facing an opponent, but 
head coach Brett Parker 
found it suitable to play 
the Division I team as an 
exhibition match to start 
the preseason.
“We had zero practices 
under our belt and I don’t 
think any team in the coun-
try did that,” Parker said. 
The match ended as a 
0-0 draw with 90 minutes 
of play.
“Although it wasn’t 
the prettiest game we’ve 
played... still getting a 
0-0 tie against a Division 
I team when we haven’t 
practiced is still positive.”
Fort Hays’s six shots 
were nothing compared 
to Central Arkansas’s 12 
shots. The Bears had a 
couple good chances at 
scoring in the second pe-
riod, but sophomore Kent 
Freund managed to earn 
the saves. 
Freund spent the com-
plete second half defend-
ing the goal, relieving 
sophomore Ryan Pakieser 
who was the goalkeeper 
for the fi rst 45 minutes.
Last Saturday, the 
Tigers played their second 
of three exhibition matches 
facing the Barton County 
Community College. The 
matchup ended in a 2-0 
victory for the Tigers, 
with a goal scored in each 
period.
Fort Hays totaled 11 
shots, and Barton with 
seven. Pakieser and Freund 
split time as goalkeeper 
again with Pakieser in the 
fi rst half and Freund in the 
second. Freund managed 
to earn one save in his 
45-minute appearance.
The fi rst goal came at 
22:14 from sophomore 
Tanner Brock, his fi rst 
college career goal. The 
goal was unassisted. Junior 
Daniel Peralta assisted 
sophomore Jaccob Rangel 
in the goal to put the 
Tigers ahead of Barton by 
two goals. 
Though the Tigers 
returns nine of 11 starters, 
many new faces have been 
an addition to the team. 
Fort Hays acquired fresh-
man Austin Clifton for the 
season. Clifton was named 
Kansas Gatorade High 
School Player of the Year 
for men’s soccer.
“There’s a lot more 
depth,” Parker said. 
“They’re all working hard. 
They’re fi ghting for their 
spots.”
After the 2012 MIAA 
preseason coaches’ poll, 
Fort Hays has been pre-
dicted to fi nish No. 1 in the 
MIAA. Last season, the 
fi rst for Fort Hays soccer, 
the Tigers went 11-5-2 
as an independent. This 
season, the team is com-
ing back as a part of the 
MIAA, hoping to fulfi ll 
the predictions of all the 
coaches, though it is not a 
main goal.
“Obviously what we’ve 
done last year, teams have 
taken notice,” said Parker. 
“That’s not necessarily our 
goal. Our goal is to fi ght 
to get to the postseason, 
to get to the conference 
tournament. If we do that, 
I think it’s defi nitely pos-
sible.”
The regular season for 
the Tigers will start on 
the road against Colorado 
Christian University Fri-
day, August 31. The fi rst 
home game for Fort Hays 
will be Friday, September 
7, at 8:30 p.m. The Tigers 
will take on the cougars of 
University of Sioux Falls 




The Fort Hays State 
University women’s soccer 
team began their season 
with a 2-0 win in exhibition 
play against the Butler Com-
munity College Grizzlies 
Friday, August 16, at the 
Fort Hays Soccer Stadium. 
The cautious Tigers 
played the No. 4-ranked 
Grizzlies to a scoreless fi rst 
half. Indeed, Butler had 
the better of chances in the 
fi rst half hour, converting a 
sloppy Fort Hays clearance 
into a shot on goal in the 
second minute of play and 
rattling a shot off the post in 
the 21st. 
The Tigers had their 
share of near misses as well. 
Senior Cindy Benitez had 
several shots defl ected and 
saw her strike on a swung in 
cross sail over the crossbar. 
Junior Joanne Glynn con-
tinually caused problems for 
the Butler defense on the left 
wing and sophomore Hailey 
Davey nearly opened the Ti-
gers’ scoring with a low shot 
across the face of the goal as 
Butler keeper Aisling Dyer 
came out to cut the angle. 
Freshman Alexis Aiman, 
the 2011 Kansas Gatorade 
High School Player of the 
Year, made her introduction 
in the 16th minute, sub-
bing in for senior Nicole 
Randall. Aiman had several 
good touches and even drew 
two fouls from the Grizzly 
defense with her aggressive 
playing style. 
By the end of the fi rst 
half, the Tigers had managed 
to shut down the Butler at-
tack but still couldn’t muster 
much of an offensive threat. 
The teams went into the 
break with a scoreless tie.
The second half was 
like a whole different game 
for Fort Hays. At halftime, 
coach Craig Shaw urged the 
team to play simpler soccer 
and to fi ght for and keep 
possession. The Tigers re-
sponded to the message well 
and from the fi rst whistle, 
dominated the run of play 
for the last 45 minutes. It 
took only eight minutes for 
the Tigers to fi nally break 
the deadlock with a goal 53 
minutes in from Glynn. The 
play began from an excellent 
through ball from Aiman to 
senior Sade Humphrey on 
the right wing. Humphrey 
turned towards goal but un-
selfi shly laid the ball off to a 
wide-open Glynn for her to 
smash it past the keeper. 
Fort Hays continued its 
aggressive play style even 
after subbing nearly every 
new freshman onto the fi eld. 
Dani Harris and Kylie 
Watson were especially dif-
fi cult for the Butler defense 
to contain, with both making 
long attacking runs from 
the left wing. Harris drew 
a great save from Butler’s 
Dyer, forcing her to tip a 
shot just over the bar.
While Fort Hays seemed 
to be fi ring on all cylinders, 
the Butler attack grew quiet. 
The Grizzlies didn’t manage 
a shot on the Fort Hays goal 
until late in the half and 
were outshot 14 to two for 
the remainder. This was due 
in part to the lack of subs for 
Butler, who made only a few 
changes all game. The tired 
Grizzly forwards were no 
match for the energetic and 
fast-paced Tiger back line, 
led by sophomores Jamie 
Babyak and Laura Regnier 
with support from freshmen 
Gabrielle Makatura and 
Chandler Zitzmann. 
Fort Hays fi nally added 
a second tally to the score 
sheet in the 68th minute of 
play. After yet another pen-
etrating drive from Davey, 
the ball was defl ected across 
the face of goal, which led 
to a scramble for posses-
sion. Sophomore Margaret 
Meier was fi rst to the ball, 
sliding to the ground to push 
it to the back of the open 
net. 
Coach Shaw was pleased 
with the result and from 
his team’s response for the 
second half. “We kept the 
ball a lot better. Our move-
ment off the ball was better, 
fi nding feet was better, and 
we simplifi ed it down a lot.” 
He was also pleased with 
the efforts of the newest Fort 
Hays women. “Everyone 
really stood up and played 
well for being freshmen in 
college soccer. And they’re 
(Butler) fourth in the nation. 
They’re good.”
Aiman was also pleased 
with the result and her fi rst 
taste of collegiate athletics. 
“It was fun. I really liked 
playing in the middle with 
Cindy.” Despite her out-
standing play, Aiman was 
still very humble concerning 
her performance. “I’m kind 
of at the bottom of the totem 
pole again, coming in as a 
freshman. There are bigger, 
stronger, faster girls that I 
look up to now so I’m just 
trying to help the team as 
much as I can.” 
The women’s team 
continues exhibition play 
Friday, August 24, at home 
against Bethany College.  
Tiger football team 
signs autographs 
for fans at The Mall 
Taylor Deutscher
The University Leader
Fort Hays State Uni-
versity Tiger football fans 
had the chance to meet 
the men of Lewis Field 
on Sunday, August 19. 
Head Coach Chris 
Brown rounded up all 
the members of both 
offense and defense and 
took them to The Mall 
in Hays. From 1-3 p.m., 
those who attended were 
able to register for a 
chance to win a prize that 
everyone wants: Tiger 
Football Tickets. 
Also present was Vic-
tor E. Tiger and the Fort 
Hays cheerleading squad. 
Schedule posters for the 
2012 season were passed 
out at the event.
The football team 
stepped on the field on 
Thursday, August 9, for 
the first practice of the 
season.
Head Coach Chris 
Brown seemed satisfied 
at the end of the prac-
tice. “They did okay for 
the first day,” he said. 
Coming back from the 
summer, a few play-
ers seemed somewhat 
sluggish, but Brown 
was optimistic about the 
conditioning. “We’ll get 
them where they need to 
be,” he said.
The Tigers start off the 
season on the road in a 
matchup against Emporia 
State University at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday, August 30. 
The first home game of 
the season will be Sat-
urday, September 8, at 7 
p.m. Fort Hays will face 
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SportsPage 2B • The University Leader Thursday, August 23, 2012
Sophomore Nathan Purdue moves along during the Fort Hays cross country time trial in Hays, KS. The teams will run at the FHSU Alumni Run 
this Saturday, August 25, at 9:30 a.m.
Colin Miller/Leader
Become a fan of
 The University Leader 
on Facebook!
Runners start off the year with time trials
Major League 




When word got out 
last Wednesday that 
Melky Cabrera had tested 
positive for testosterone, 
many fans of baseball 
were disappointed and 
maybe even embarrassed. 
The outfielder violated 
the Major League Base-
ball’s Joint Drug Preven-
tion and Treatment Pro-
gram, and is now under a 
50 game suspension. 
Just yesterday, Oakland 
A’s pitcher Bartolo Colon 
also tested positive for 
performance-enhancing 
drugs.
Both Cabrera and Co-
lon stepped up and admit-
ted that they had taken the 
performance-enhancers, 
apologizing to fans and 
members of ball clubs. 
Cabrera, nicknamed 
“Melk Man” and “Melky 
Way,” was named All-Star 
MVP this July after the 
National League beat the 
American League 8-0. Af-
ter last Wednesday, base-
ball followers are toying 
with his nicknames and 
are using them against 
him with sayings such 
as, “Too much Muscle 
Melk,” and altering a box 
of “Wheaties” to “Cheat-
ies” with an added picture 
of the outfielder.
With the players being 
a major contribution to 
their clubhouses, both 
teams must now fight as 
the season is starting to 
wind down. 
The San Francisco 
Giants still lead their 
division of the National 
League, but the Los An-
geles Dodgers only trail 
by 1.5 games. Meanwhile 
in the American League, 
Oakland is a half-game 
behind the Baltimore Ori-
oles for the second Wild 
Card spot.
Now players are be-
ing moved around to fill 
the open positions. For 
Oakland, this means call-
ing up a Triple-A player 
from the Minor League to 
replace Colon, who was 
scheduled to pitch today. 
In Colon’s last five 
outings, he was 4-1 with 
an ERA of 1.57. Now 
the A’s have to make do 
without their leader of 
wins, innings pitched, and 
starts.
Cabrera was red hot in 
May with a .429 batting 
average. His 51 hits set 
the record for San Fran-
cisco. Though he only hit 
three home runs, Cabrera 
also produced five triples, 
seven doubles, and 17 
RBIs. 
He is second in the 
Major Leagues with a bat-
ting average of .346 and 
third in runs with a total 
of 84.
Colon is now the 
fifth player of the Major 
Leagues to be suspended 
for violating the drug and 
treatment program this 
year. 
Freddy Galvis, an 
infielder for the Phila-
delphia Phillies, and 
Marlon Byrd, currently a 
free-agent outfielder, also 
received a suspension of 
50 games this June. Gal-
vis and Byrd were even 
suspended in the same 
week.
With Cabrera’s and Co-
lon’s suspensions being 
announced on Wednes-
days, one has to wonder if 




Both Fort Hays State 
University cross-country 
teams kicked off their 
season with the traditional 
open range time trials. The 
women ran their five-mile 
course Tuesday, August 
14, while the men ran their 
8.4 mile course the follow-
ing day. The open range 
course was “discovered” 
by head coach Jason Mc-
Cullough prior to the 2006 
season and has been the 
teams’ preferred location 
for time trials ever since. 
The trials gave Coach 
McCullough a chance 
to not only evaluate his 
teams’ times and strengths 
but also to better under-
stand their shortcomings. 
“I do really want to focus 
on being tough, especially 
towards the latter mile or 
two of the race,” said Mc-
Cullough. “We’re going 
to do some more hill stuff 
and maybe some harder 
repetitions at the end of 
workouts.”
The women’s toughness 
was certainly put to the 
test for their run. Colder 
weather and persistent 
rain made the hill-laden 
course particularly chal-
lenging. “The weather 
was pretty bad and it was 
pretty muddy out there, so 
we weren’t expecting fast 
times,” said McCullough.
Leading the team 
through the inclement 
weather was junior Gentry 
Linscott. Linscott, in her 
fourth year of eligibility 
due to red shirting last 
year, led the team from 
the starting line, keeping a 
steady pace despite cows 
on the course at mile one, 
a washed out road at mile 
two and generally bad 
conditions throughout. “I 
really didn’t let it bother 
me. Maybe when I was 
younger I would have, but 
I try not to let my mind 
wander,” Linscott said. 
“I really want to help 
the team; you know, be 
a leader and show them 
what it takes to be at this 
level.”
In addition to Linscott, 
women’s cross-country 
will look to fellow juniors 
Kylie Gaughan, Carman 
Hill, Marie Schaller, 
Jordan Ortega and Sam 
Szczublewski as well 
as sophomores Hannah 
Robinson, Tori Brass and 
Alex Nelson.
The women’s team 
also had a strong show-
ing from their freshman 
class. “There’s always a 
few that will surprise you, 
even for me. I don’t want 
to get beat by younger 
people, even though 
they’re my teammates. It 
helps me to compete, so 
I’m very excited by that,” 
said Linscott.
While the lady Tigers 
struggled through the 
conditions, the men’s 
team enjoyed a cool and 
clear setting the next day, 
which made for excep-
tionally fast times. Sopho-
more Cory Keehn led the 
field with what will likely 
be a course record, run-
ning the 8.4 miles in 45 
minutes, nine seconds. In 
response to what would 
usually be something to 
brag about, Keehn replied 
with a humbleness that 
seems to characterize the 
entire Fort Hays cross-
country organization. “It’s 
pretty exciting, but like 
I said, it’s all about what 
happens at the end of the 
season, so I’m just going 
to try and focus and stay 
healthy. I’m all about 
giving my best, whether 
that’s a good time or bad. 
As long as I gave my best, 
I’m content with that.” 
The men’s team will 
also look to seniors Alex 
Hende and Tanner Chris-
tensen as well as juniors 
Isaac Mills and Michael 
Wolf, all of whom helped 
round out the top five of 
the trial. 
Despite 7th place pre-
season rankings for both 
teams, Coach McCullough 
and his athletes are ex-
pecting higher placements 
in the regional. They hope 
for the chance to run at 
nationals, something Fort 
Hays hasn’t done since 
2006. “Yeah, I’d defi-
nitely say that our team 
is better than that; you 
know, we just need to 
keep our head on straight 
and train hard. We have a 
good shot at going to na-
tionals and doing well at 
conference,” said Keehn
After the Alumni Run 
on August 25th, 9:30 
a.m., Fort Hays will of-
ficially begin its season at 
the Trojan Invitational in 
Colby, KS on September 
7th. The Fort Hays Tiger 
Open, on the Fort Hays 
State campus, will be run 
October 6th at 9 a.m. 
1. Wake up in time for class?
2. Know the score from a football game in 1975?
3. Communicate with someone without actually 
talking to them?
4. Take instant photos and post them for everyone 
to see within 5 minutes of the actual 
embarrassing moment?
5. Get places, like did people actually use maps? 
6. Entertain ourselves while waiting in line?
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When word got out 
last Wednesday that 
Melky Cabrera had tested 
positive for testosterone, 
many fans of baseball 
were disappointed and 
maybe even embarrassed. 
The outfielder violated 
the Major League Base-
ball’s Joint Drug Preven-
tion and Treatment Pro-
gram, and is now under a 
50 game suspension. 
Just yesterday, Oakland 
A’s pitcher Bartolo Colon 
also tested positive for 
performance-enhancing 
drugs.
Both Cabrera and Co-
lon stepped up and admit-
ted that they had taken the 
performance-enhancers, 
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members of ball clubs. 
Cabrera, nicknamed 
“Melk Man” and “Melky 
Way,” was named All-Star 
MVP this July after the 
National League beat the 
American League 8-0. Af-
ter last Wednesday, base-
ball followers are toying 
with his nicknames and 
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him with sayings such 
as, “Too much Muscle 
Melk,” and altering a box 
of “Wheaties” to “Cheat-
ies” with an added picture 
of the outfielder.
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their clubhouses, both 
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The San Francisco 
Giants still lead their 
division of the National 
League, but the Los An-
geles Dodgers only trail 
by 1.5 games. Meanwhile 
in the American League, 
Oakland is a half-game 
behind the Baltimore Ori-
oles for the second Wild 
Card spot.
Now players are be-
ing moved around to fill 
the open positions. For 
Oakland, this means call-
ing up a Triple-A player 
from the Minor League to 
replace Colon, who was 
scheduled to pitch today. 
In Colon’s last five 
outings, he was 4-1 with 
an ERA of 1.57. Now 
the A’s have to make do 
without their leader of 
wins, innings pitched, and 
starts.
Cabrera was red hot in 
May with a .429 batting 
average. His 51 hits set 
the record for San Fran-
cisco. Though he only hit 
three home runs, Cabrera 
also produced five triples, 
seven doubles, and 17 
RBIs. 
He is second in the 
Major Leagues with a bat-
ting average of .346 and 
third in runs with a total 
of 84.
Colon is now the 
fifth player of the Major 
Leagues to be suspended 
for violating the drug and 
treatment program this 
year. 
Freddy Galvis, an 
infielder for the Phila-
delphia Phillies, and 
Marlon Byrd, currently a 
free-agent outfielder, also 
received a suspension of 
50 games this June. Gal-
vis and Byrd were even 
suspended in the same 
week.
With Cabrera’s and Co-
lon’s suspensions being 
announced on Wednes-
days, one has to wonder if 
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Interview by Eric Bader
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Arts & CommunityThursday, August 23, 2012 Page 3B • The University Leader
Artist’s 
Corner Q and A 
With the Leader Staff
Q: What are you most 





sports editor: Meeting 
new people and doing 
new things.
Tyler Parks, news edi-
tor: Fellowship with my 
fellow coworkers. 
Eric Bader, arts and 
community editor:  Glar-
ing at freshmen.
Q: What are you least 
looking forward to this 
year?
Molly: Snoopy Planet.












Q: What’s the strang-
est dream you’ve ever 
had?
Molly: I had this 
dream once where this 
guy was trying to kill 
me, but he chopped off 
his legs and his knees 
and so he was chasing 
me around with his legs 
chopped off, trying to 
chop off my legs. He ran 
really fast, too.
Taylor: There was this 
monster thing made out 
of a bunch of basketballs 
and baseballs and other 
balls. It was chasing me, 
and as it ran, it would 
rip off the balls off of its 
ball-body and throw them 
at me. Absolutely hor-
rifying.
Tyler: I had a dream I 
was stuck a giant dryer. I 
was young. The first time 
I went to a Laundromat, 
I stuck my head in one of 
the dryers. My mom said 
I’d get stuck in there. 
Then I had the dream.
Eric: I lived in a bun-
ker with Muldoon and 
Dr. Grant from “Jurassic 
Park,” and velociraptors 
were trying to break in. 
One of the raptors started 
a grease fire on my stove 
and I had to turn off the 
smoke alarm, but it was 
all a ploy for them to 
get me out in the open. 
Clever girl.
Q: What celebrity do 
people think you re-
semble?
Molly: That chick 
from the dance movie. 
Julia Stiles. She doesn’t 
look anything like me.
Taylor: I’ve had 
someone tell me the mom 
from “Pay It Forward,” 
Helen Hunt. I don’t see 
it.
Tyler: Andy Samberg. 
Eric: The guy from the 
Free Credit Report com-
mercials. 
Q: If you could keep 
any animal as a pet, what 
would you have? And 
what would you name it?
Molly: A miniature 
pig. Named George.
Taylor: Probably a 
penguin. I would name 
him Bruce.
Tyler: Probably a 
rhinoceros. Pasquale, or 
“Pas” for short.
Eric: A fruit bat. 




Summer is the perfect 
time for cinema. People 
with nothing to do and 
way too much time on 
their hands have to break 
up the monotony, and a 
few hours in an air-condi-
tioned theater can only be 
appealing. The movie in-
dustry, of course, realized 
this long ago, transform-
ing the summer into the 
season of the big-budget, 
“must-see” movies. This 
summer was no different 
in this regard, and I took 
the opportunity to view 
some of the most-hyped 
releases of the season. 
What follows is a 
handy guide to which 
movies are most worth 
picking up once the DVDs 
come out, or, at the very 
least, an attempt to start an 
argument with people who 
disagree with my taste in 
movies. 
The Avengers
“The Avengers” was 
one of the first releases of 
the summer, dating all the 
way back to May. It was 
also, by far, my favorite of 
the summer films. Admit-
tedly, I am a sucker for 
superhero movies. I sup-
pose Marvel knows that 
most people are, because 
the rate at which they have 
been cranking out the 
super-movies is unrivaled. 
“The Avengers” is the 
final product of several 
years of sustained Marvel 
movies. 
As expected, the sheer 
amount of star power 
makes “The Avengers” 
a winner before it even 
starts. Samuel L. Jack-
son, though not the most 
important character, spices 
up anything he touches. 
Another bright spot is 
Mark Ruffalo as Bruce 
Banner-slash-The Hulk, 
replacing Edward Norton 
from 2008’s “The Incred-
ible Hulk.” Ruffalo plays 
the charmingly nerdy 
Banner perfectly, while 
Robert Downey, Jr., and 
Chris Hemsworth reprise 
their roles as Iron Man 
and Thor, respectively, 
in equally pitch-perfect 
performances. 
“The Avengers” is 
delightfully cheesy at 
times, featuring silly quips 
and irreverent situational 
humor. If there is one flaw 
with this film, it would be 
the plot—or lack thereof. 
At some points, the story 
denigrates into “things 
blow up for a while,” 
but what else could be 
expected from an action 
film? 
Of course, the ending – 
as seems to be the custom 
these days – is simply a 
foreshadowing of yet an-
other movie to follow. Is 
it, maybe, a cheap way to 
end a movie? Maybe. Are 
we going to watch “The 
Avengers 2” anyway? Yes. 
But not before the inevi-
table wave of individual 
sequels already planned, 
including a new “Hulk” 
with Ruffalo, “Captain 
America 2,” “Shawarma 
Adventures with Tony 
Stark,” and “Thorminator 




Man” is, I’m convinced, 
merely an attempt to wash 
the bad taste of Tobey 
Maguire’s “Spider-Man 3” 
out of our mouths. Though 
it seems much too soon 
to reboot this franchise, 
the newest film seems to 
do so energetically, in the 
hope that audiences soon 
forget that the whiny kid 
from “That 70s Show” 
became Venom in Spider-
Man’s last outing. 
This time, it’s Andrew 
Garfield who takes on the 
mantle of the protago-
nist. To compare him and 
Maguire seems unfair, 
especially considering 
the range in quality of the 
previous series. Garfield’s 
Parker is much more 
socially awkward, to the 
point that certain parts 
of dialogue seemed to be 
five solid minutes of inane 
stammering. It’s a more 
over-the-top performance, 
though whether that is 
good is questionable. 
Martin Sheen plays a 
more argumentative Uncle 
Ben than audiences have 
seen in the past, while 
Sally Field plays an Aunt 
May who, for the first 
time in my memory of the 
“Spider-Man” canon, does 
not look older than time 
itself. 
Sadly, since this is 
intended to be an entirely 
new film, completely dis-
parate from all previous, 
“The Amazing Spider-
Man” features the same 
old origin story. There are 
few deviations from the 
norm, and the film takes 
just a bit too long explain-
ing what most viewers 
already know. 
Also, it suffers from 
a critical lack of the best 
character in the series: 
Bonesaw. 
“The Amazing Spider-
Man” is probably a victim 
of coming out at the 
wrong time. Released 
shortly before “The Dark 
Knight Rises,” it would be 
easy for viewers to over-
look this film in anticipa-
tion of a new “Batman.” 
Though not breathtaking 
in any specific area, “The 
Amazing Spider-Man” is 
still a decent, solid film 
that’s worth a watch – 
right now, if you look in 
the right places. It’s still 
showing in some theaters. 
The Dark Knight 
Rises
“The Dark Knight 
Rises” was by far the most 
widely hyped release of 
the summer, and pos-
sibly the source of the 
most wild speculation and 
anticipation of any film of 
my lifetime, barring per-
haps “The Phantom Men-
ace.” The amount of hype 
surrounding this movie 
forced everyone who saw 
it into two distinct, dia-
metrically oppositional 
positions: either it was the 
best movie ever or it did 
not even begin to live up 
to the buzz it generated. 
I fall into the latter 
category. Ultimately – and 
I’m fully prepared for 
the flak I’ll get for this – 
“The Dark Knight Rises” 
was average at best. The 
two best actors from the 
previous Nolan “Batman” 
films, Michael Caine and 
Morgan Freeman, have 
mere bit parts, while 
Christian Bale’s gravelly 
Batman voice continues to 
be just a little bit annoy-
ing. 
Tom Hardy’s acting, 
given what he had to work 
with, was impressive, but 
the writers excessively 
altered Bane’s origin 
story. Instead of being a 
genius tactician hopped up 
on performance-enhancing 
drugs, Bane is just a large 
man who is not nice. 
Hardly the formula for a 
compelling villain.
To my great surprise, 
Anne Hathaway as Cat-
woman was not the worst 
part of this movie. In-
stead, it was the plot. For 
vast swaths of time, the 
story was meandering and 
directionless, rife with 
immersion-breaking, un-
addressed plot holes. Why 
didn’t Gotham shut down 
the stock exchange after 
a maniac shoots it up and 
makes illegitimate deals? 
Why didn’t Batman just 
punch Bane’s mouth thing 
in the first place? How, 
other than “magic,” does 
that airplane thing work? 
These questions are never 
addressed. The film’s 
three-hour runtime could 
have been cut significantly 
without the loss of any-
thing valuable.
Thankfully, Christopher 
Nolan’s tenure in charge 
of the “Batman” series is 
now over, meaning audi-
ences will get a lengthy 
break before someone 
else takes over the reins 
of the Caped Crusader on 
the silver screen. Nolan’s 
films, particularly this 
one, seem gritty for gritti-
ness’s sake alone, leaving 
more important elements, 
like plot and believability, 
out in the cold. Perhaps 
the next director will 
provide something more 
substantial.
Editor casts criticism over 
superhero movies of summer
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Ask an FHSU student
What are you looking forward to most this year?
“I’m looking 
forward to meeting 
lots of new 
people, making 
American friends 
and learning a lot 
about American 
culture.”
“I am very ecstatic 
about the steps 
Greek Life is 
taking in a positive 
direction.”
“Surviving second 
semester of nursing 
school.”
Lea Grote, freshman Tre’ Giles, sophomore Jennifer Buchwalter, senior
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School beginnings, campus happenings
Comedian Kyle Cease performs for freshmen and transfer students 
at orientation last Friday. 
Senior Eric Tallant throws a frisbee goal at the North Oak Community Church booth at the Back to School Picnic in 
the quad Monday. 
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